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Note from Internet Publisher: Donald L. Potter
October 10, 2008

These Blend Phonics Decoding Cards are designed to facilitate student decoding
practice. Theideaisto carefully practice decoding words from left to right until the
decoding processis fully automated. When decoding is fully automated, student will
have more attention to allocate to comprehension and reading pleasure. | run my
finger rapidly across the bottom of the card from letter to letter to encourage good |eft
to right Blend Phonics directionality. These are not intended to be used aswhole-
word memorization flash cards. Faster decoding speeds should not be confused with
sight-word memorization which should be avoided at all costs because it creates
whole-word dyslexia (guessing).

Be sureto teach Mr. Potter’s Secret of Reading: “Look at all the letterstheright
way, and no guessing.

These cards are based on Hazel Loring’s 1980 Reading with Blend Phonics for

First Grade. The program and many valuable supplements are available free of
charge from www.donpotter.net. Thisis awork-in-progress. L atest addition 11/7/08.
Units1-14: VCE, long awords. .

Suggestions for Classroom Use

The children love to play games with the cards. They love to decode
the words on the cards and then create their own sentence using the
word.

Advanced students can tutor their peers.

It is good to have the students periodically review the cards until they
can decode the words rapidly. Rapid decoding is the wide open door to
comprehension.

| hope to eventually publish these cards in cursive. | have a hand- made
set | used in my class. Cursive is a great tool for preventing or curing
whole-words dyslexia.




