Introduction

Pronunciation and Orthography

a. The Greek Alphabet. The Greek Alphabet is made up of twenty-four letters.
Many of them are like their English and Latin counterparts, both in form and sound. Those which are not
may be easily learned with practice. The following material aims at approaching the problem of
learning the alphabet though what the average person already knows of words derived from Greek. As
nearly as possible, English derivatives with the same pronunciation as their Greek originals have been
selected to illustrate the sounds.

There are two types of Greek letters: capitals, called Uncials, and small letters, called Cursives:

Cursives:ia B v 6 ¢ . n 6 v « A p v & omp o(T VLV O ¥ VYV O
Uncials: A B T A E ZH 6 I KA MNZEZE OIl P X TY & X ¥ Q
English: a b g de z € thi k1 mn x o pr s s t u phchps 0

Most Greek texts and lexicons use the small letters, except for beginning proper names. The student
should learn the cursives only at first.

B. Pronunciation. The following paragraphs are to aid the student in learning the proper
pronunciation. A few preliminary things must be given which will be given in greater detail later:
Accents: There are three accents—acute, ('), grave (°), and circumflex ( ~ ). There is no difference
among them. Like our English accents in a dictionary, they merely indicate the stress syllable.
Breathings: All vowels or diphthongs which begin a Greek word must have either a smooth (* ) or
rough ( °) breathing. The smooth breathing does not affect pronunciation; the rough gives the word an
h-sound at the beginning. Division of Syllables: There are as many syllables in a Greek word as there
are separate vowels or diphthongs. A single consonant between two vowels is pronounced with the
second vowel; e. g., &-v&. A consonant-group which may not begin a word (Consult the Vocabulary) is

divided, e. g., €p-yopar. Double consonants are divided; e. g. t¢o-cw. Consonants which can begin a
word are pronounced with the following vowel; e. g. kU-khoc. Compound words are divided where they
join; e. g. €K-Paro.

b. The Alphabet. Learn the following, practice diligently:

a A&hoa alpha (él fd) - a as in father

AmOGTONOG (apostle) okavdolov  (scandal) déka (deca-)
avOpomog (anthropos) avalvolg  (analysis) éxkAnola (ecclesia)
doyua (dogma) ocaPpatov  (sabbath) yarlo  (Psallo)

Try: kot A&AM& AV TOpA  AYOTA® AYAT| A&Yopog  AAoA&{®

B Pnra beta (batd) b asin ball (voiced bilabial stop)

Bantiopo  (baptism) BapPBapog  (barbarous) Bapincovg (Bar-Jesus)
Bantiotr)g  (Baptist) BiBAoc (Bible) eofia (phobia)
Bamtilw (baptize) Braocenuioo  (blasphemy) npecPutepoc  (presbyter)

Try: BapoapPag Bootleio Boaw  Ppépoc Bpwua Beltiov



Y vAupo yamma (gd md) - gasin go (voiced back velar stop)

ovvayoyr| (synagogue) YVWOIG
yevealoyla  (genealogoy) doyua
YAwoca (glossary) AyoQd
npoypotia  (pragmatic) LOYog
YEVEDIG (genesis) HAyog

Try: yn  ve  ya&p  yopéo yopuvalo  Twy  yovn

O Oéhta delta (déltd) -dasindo (voiced dental stop)

il

(gnosis)

(dogma)

(agora, “market place”)
(logos)

(magi, “wise men”)

ylyvopon

déATaL (delta) dévdpov (dendron, “tree”)
doyua (dogma) Kopdia (cardia, “heart”; cf. cardiac)
déka (deca-; decalogue) £E0d0¢ (exodus)
decmOTNG (despot) d0&a (doxology, “praise”)
dépua (derma; epidermi) dvvoug  (dynamic)
Try: ukdnuo 8¢ det  dépo  Séw oM Sk dig  dwpov
€ €yov epsilon (épsilon) - easin met
éntokonoc  (episkopos, “bishop” é€Bvog  (ethnos, “nation” cf. Ethnology)
EMGTOAN (epistle) €0og  (ethics)
€1ep0g (“other” cf. heterodoxy) feoc  (theos, “God”)
€YW (ego) nétpoc (Peter)
éxkAnoia  (ecclesia) nepl  (peri-, around)
Try: éAeéo  émilo  €pnog eua €uov  dénolg  €0éh
€ {nra zeta (zatd) z asin zebra (voiced tip dental affricate /dz/ became voiced alveolar fricative /z/)
BortiCw  (baptize) (et (Zeus)
oavtiCw  (rantize, “sprinkle) Cwvn  (zone “girdle”)
kot (zealot) Cevypa  (“a yoke” cf. zeugma)
Try: (ntéo Caow  CePedatog  Cnhog  Loypéom  ZopoPaPel
n  1Mra eta (atd) - easin they, prey, whey
axun (acme) apnv (amen)
abintrc  (athlete) onvapov  (denarius)
Con (z00)
Try: 61  dwdnkn N Nyéopat Nyepovia Nuépa Nmep € nv



il

0  Onta theta (thdtd) - thasin thin (voiceless dental fricative)

apbpodg  (cf. arithmetic, “number”) 0e0¢ (theos)

Osdtpov  (theater) Bpdvog (throne)

0avatog  (“death” cf. Thanatopsis) 0éoig (thesis)

€0og (ethics) avBpomog (anthropos)

£0vog (ethnos, ethnology) nx00og (pathos, “feeling”)
Try: 0Oea Becopon 0éinuo 0ého  Bwpad Oopodg  Bepamevo

1 lowta iota (i0td) -iasinpolice

lotopia (history) lepeng (“priest” cf. hierarchy)
ot (idiot) napalvolg (paralysis)

AMdaxTdHG (didactic) éniokomog  (episkopos)

iopo (idiom) Bamtilm (baptize)

avti (anti-) TOMG (“city” cf. police)
Try: (dwog laclg laomg (de detv 600  luAtiov

Kk  kamno kappa (kdp pd) - kasin skip (voiceless back velar stop - unaspirated)

KOGLOG (cosmos) KAETTNG (“thief” cf. kleptomania)
exKAncia (ecclesia) Kopodio (“heart” cf. cardiac)
anokaivyig  (apocalypse) axpn (acme)

Kataotpoen)  (catastrophe) oKOTOG (“watchman,” scope)
KOW™ (koing) KOV (canon)

Try: xatd xokOo® Krjpuvypo  kopmog  kotafoive  katafdAiio

A AauPoa lambda (lamb déd) - 1as in let (voiced tip alveolar lateral [high-back])

YAAM® (psallo) AoV (leo, “lion”)
AmOGTOAOG (apostle) avalvolg  (analysis)
BiBrog (Bible) eoco@ia  (philosophy)
déhta (delta) Broconuio.  (blasphemy)
YAwooo (glossa) YMAG (chiliasm)

Try: Aoréo AapPave  Aéyo Mav  AlBog Aoyla  Aoyillopon

L uo mu (mil) - masin man (voiced bilabial nasal)

HOGTIPLOV (mystery) HKpOG (micro-, “small”)
uetdeoig (metathesis) uéTpov (meter)

HopOG (moron) Bantiopa (baptism)

UA&Yog (magi, “wise men” Mecomotapia (Mesopotamia)

HLAXPTVG (martyr, “witness”) petopopemotls  (Metamorphosis)



v

v

vO nu (nli) - nasinnow (voiced tip alveolar nasal)

TEVTQ (penta- “five”) Kowr) (koing)
TVELUATIKOGC (pneumatic) YVWOIG (gnosis)

VOUPWV (nymph) Opovoc (throne)

VEOC (“new” cf. neophyte) odpPotov (Sabbath)

KOV (canon) dévdpov  (dendron, “tree”)

Try: vov  val vepéln vopoBesio veaviag Nabovond Nailv

&l (ksi) - ks as in the sound of box (voiced back velar affricate)

£E0d0¢ (exodus) oapé (“flesh” cf. sarcasm)

d6&a (“praise” doxology) 0&0¢ (“sharp,” oxygen)

KAMpog (“ladder,” climax) elotala (“deed” cf. practice)
Try: €&nibov  Eévog vOE Evpém

O wkpodv omicron (0mikron) - aw asin law (ou as in bought)

ATOGTONOG (apostle) Kabolkdg  (catholic)

OKTW (octo-, “eight”) npoerjtng  (prophet)

0pBg (“rightly”, cf. orthodoxy) AOYOG (logos, “word”)
(orthography) VOHOG (“law” Deuteronomy)

OMOKOWGTOG (holocaust) oKOTOG (scope)

Try: 66e 1jde 100e 006G oikodopuéw  Oporoyém  Ovopa  OyAoOG

nt pi (p€) - pasinspike (voiceless bilabial stop — unaspirated)

TETPOG (petros, “a rock” Peter) TOVOTALOL (panoply, “full armor™)
TéTpaL (petra, “rock) TEPUTATED (’walk around”
peripatics)
npecPuTeEpPOC (Presbyter) ttmomatopog  (“horse” + “river,”
hippotamus)
EMIGKOTOG (episcopal) mop, mpog  (“fire,” pyre)
TOPAKATTOG (paraclete)

Try: énl mopd m@wg @PO mepl mPOG MPOCT|AVTOG — TPOGAY®YH]  TOSOG

0w rtho (thd) - rasinrun (voiced tip alveolar trill)

00N (rodah “rose” Bpovoc (throne)
TOPASEIGOG (paradise) KpUng (critic)
TETPOC (petros) Paun (Rome)

Try: oiCa Qavtilw ONua ¢éow OKANEOS OTéQUA  OTEATIYOG



o ¢ (final) olyua (sigmd) - sas in sit(voiceless tip alveolar fricative)

COPIOTI)g (sophist) OEIGUOC (seismograph)
amnootacio.  (apostasy) Y0TovVaG (Satan)

Kplolg (crisis) euoco@ia.  (philosophy)
okAavdarov  (scandal) OTEPOVOG (Stephen, “crown”
Try: o6¢ oKNVI oLV ouv-et oWl cotnpia TOPOG

T  tov (tau) tasin stop (voiceless tip dental stop - unaspirated)

TEVINKOOTI|G (Pentecost) BortiCw  (baptize)
1OMmOC (place” topology) €TEPOC (heteros)
TAAAVTOV (talent, a sum of money) déATaL (delta)

TEYVITNG (technician) deomomc  (despot)

Try: 1¢  tdcom  tékvov  Téhoc TN  mpéeo Tc  10TE

v U yov (up silon) - somewhat like the u in virtue (French tu)

npecPuTepPOC (presbyter) vyuig (hygiene)
oLvayoyn (synagogue) Vpvog (hymn)
VTOKPITIG (hypocrite) vaxkivhog (hyacinth)
TUTOG (type)

Try: obOv  vov  Opétepog  Udpomotém  moAvg  MdUg

¢ ot phi (phé) - phasinphone (voiceless labio-dental fricative)

eofila (phobia) POV (phone)
@LLocoQla (philosophy) eoppokioc  (pharmacy)
Bracenuio (blasphemy) YPAP® (graphic)

Try: @dyopor  @épw eovtooio onui eovOpomic  @ilavdpog

x  xl (ch&) - chasin Christ or lock (voiceless velar fricative)

XPLETOG (Christ) YED (cheo, “I pour)
XPLOTIOVOC (Christian) yrtwv  (chiton, a garment)
XPOVOG (chronology) ymag  (chiliasm “10007)
XOPOKTT)P (character “stamp”)

Try: yapwg ynpa yxpela Téxvn  TAYa  TOXEOS  TELXOG



vyl (ps€) - psasin lips (voiceless bilabial affricate)

YAAM® (psallo) yoyny  (psyche)
YEVOOG (pseudo-, “false”) yoAuog (psalm)

yevdo-ypiotog  (false Christ)

Try: yevdo-018acKaA0g  YNEOg  Wevdo-andcGTOAOG

® péyo omega (0 megd) - o asinnote

W) (ode) BomtiCow (baptize, this final
WoOVVA (hosanna) o is the 1* person
YAWGGO (glossary) ending of the verb)
ayoviCopan (agonize: agon, a contest)

Try: @wde «onep wg Lon @ote ypaem  Aéyo

Diphthongs

at ai  aiasin AH-ee yvvakelog (gynecologist, “female”); aipeoig (heresy; sect)
Try: kol Kowvog aivéo

el ei - eiasinreign, rein neBog (pathos) Try: del elg &ig eiul
ot oi - oiasinoil wowr (koine) Try: oida oikia oikog

av au - au as in sauerkraut (AH-00) tavto (“the same”; tautology)
Try: mado® avtdg oOTOL avpLov

gv eu - euasin EH-00 ZgUg (Zeus) evpwvr] (euphony) Try: devtepog mievpd €0 gvAoyla
ov ou - ou asin group dkovw (acoustic) Try: ovToc obTwg 00U¢ oLV

vl ui - (pronounce as “we”) Try: vidg  vioBeoia

y before k, v, ¥, or & is to be pronounced ng. e.g., yyeAog, angel

vi



Vil

e. Punctuation. The punctuation marks used in Greek differ from English. A dot at the top of a line ( *)
is the semicolon in Greek. The sign of the English ( ;) in Greek is the question mark.

f. Exercises.

(a) Write in cursive Greek script:

sophian de laloumen en tois teleiois; sophian de ou tou aidnos toutou, oude ton archonton tou
aionos toutou, ton katargoumenon' alla laloumen sophian theou en musterio, té€n
apokekrummenén, hén prodrisen ho theos pro ton aiondn eis doxan €mon, hen oudeis ton
archonton tou aidonos toutou egnoken' ei gar egndsan ouk an tou kurion t€s doxes estaurdsan- alla
kathos gegraptai, ha opthalmos ouk eide, kai ous ouk &kouse, kai epi kardian anthropou ouk anebé
ha hétoimasen ho theos tois agapdsin auton* hémin de ho theos apekalupse dia tou pneumatos

autou.
I Corinthians 2:6-10a

(b) Write in English letters (transliterate) the following:

[Tavtwv 6 1O TELOG T)YYIKEV. COEPOVIICATE 0DV KOl VIWOTE EIG TPOCEVYAS TPO TAVIMOV TV €lG
£0VTOVG AyAmnV EKTEVT] £XOVTEG, OTL AYATN KAAUTTEL TANB0G ANOPTIWOV PIAOEEVOL £1G AAATIAOVG
AVED YOYYLOUOV" EKAOTOC KaOwWG ELaPEV xaploua, £1G €0VTOVEC OUTO BLOUKOVODVTESG (WG KOAOL
0lKOVOOL TOWKIANG YAp1Tog Beov” &l Tig Aakel, g Aoylo BeoD- el Tig dlokovel, wg €& Loyvog 1)g
xopNYeL 0 Bedg tva &v maoty doEalnton 6 Beog S ITnoovg Xpiotov, @ €otv 1) 30&a kal TO

KPATOG €15 TOVG alwVaG TV alwvav: aunv. I Peter 4:7-11

g. Accents. The accents of Greek word indicate the stress of voice in communications. Nearly all
Greek words must be written with accents.

It is difficult but important to learn the accents. They serve to distinguish some words and are
important in learning Greek.

The three accents : the acute ( ), the grave (), and the circumflex ().
These were probably different in sound (probably musical designations), but any distinction in sound
has been lost. They all merely indicate stress of voice. The accent stands over the vowel of the accented

syllable, over the second vowel of an accented diphthong.

O VL0G T0V Beo Exet v €Eovaiavy.

There are a number of rules that determine which accent can stand at a given position on a Greek
word. These rules are somewhat complicated, and the student must expect to become proficient in their

use only by practice.

The most important of these concern the position, length, and special rules for verbs and nouns.



viii

1. No accent may ever stand on any but the last three syllables of a Greek word.

2. An acute accent may stand only on the antepenult (the 31 syllable from the end), the penult
(2™ syllable from the end), or the ultima (the last syllable). Cf. &vBpomoc , kopdica, &SEAOC
(But “&oaeveia would violate the rule. doBévewa is correct.)

3. A circumflex may stand on either the penult or the ultima, but not on the antepenult:
e.g., ¢&&nAbov, tov  (But *séﬁwousv would violate this rule.)

4. A grave may stand only on the ultima. 1O £€pyov (But never £pyov)

5. A syllable is long if it contains a long vowel (n and ®) or a diphthong (e.g., av, ov) However
a1 and ot are short when they are the final letters in a word. In &vBpwmot, ot is short; but
in &vtpwnotg, ot is long since a ¢ follows.

6. A grave or an acute accent may stand on either a long or short syllable.
avOpomoc, avlpwnw, TOV aLTOV

7. A circumflex accent can stand only on a long syllable. tov, TovtO

8. If the penult is long and is accented, the accent must be circumflex if the ultima is short,
but the circumflex cannot stand on the penult if the ultima is long.

TOUTO > TOUTOV 0010G > 0UTOL

9. An acute accent can not stand on the antepenult when the ultima is long. avBpwmotl > avOpwnmv

10. An acute accent on the ultima is changed to a grave when another word follows it in composition
without an intervening mark of punctuation. 16 > 10 €pyov

(A few words to be learned later form exception to this; e.g., with enclitics and the interrogative
pronoun.)

11. A long ultima may have either a circumflex or acute accent.

(The general rules only fix the limits of accents; they do not tell where the accent will be on a
given word. The following rules are necessary for this.)

12. The accent of verbs is recessive; that is, it is not fixed, but it tends to get as far away from the
ultima as the rules allow. AopPdave, lappavete, NABe, 1ABopev

This means that a verb will be accented on the antepenult when the ultima is short, but on the
penult when the ultima is long. Aapfaver > Aopupudvovot

13. In nouns the accent is fixed by conventional pronunciation in the nominative case, which must be
learned for each noun just as in English. Once the accent is learned, it is to be kept on the same

syllable in the nominative, if the rules permit; e.g., adeApdg, avBpwmog, kapdia, dwpov, Towur|v,
TOWLEVOG.



X

Rules already given force changes in the genitive case; e.g. avBpwmov (Rule 9)  dwpov (Rule 8)

Yet in the accusative case avOpomov the accent goes back to the same position as in the nominative,
for the ultima.

The chief thing to remember is that for nouns the accent is not recessive as in verbs.

14. 1* and 2™ Declension nouns accent a long ultima (if it is accented) with a circumflex in the
genitive, ablative, dative, instrumental, and locative cases.

®&0¢, Beov, Beov, Bew, Bew, Bew, Beov.

15. In the 1% and ﬂ Declension the genitive and ablative plurals of all nouns are circumflex. This is
because the form v is a contraction of an original dwv. 1) ékKAnclo TV €KKANGLWOV

16. Monosyllabic nouns of the 3_“1 Declension accent the genitive, ablative, dative, instrumental, and
locative cases on the ultima. vO&, voktOg odp&, copkoc.

The special rule for enclitics will be given later.

h. Contraction of Vowels. When two vowel sounds come together they are often contracted into
one syllable. Such contraction is governed by four rules:

1. Two vowels which together would make one of the regular diphthongs unite to do so:
EBveor > €Ove-1 > €Bvet

2. Two vowels which do not make one of the regular diphthongs unite. If the vowels are like
(two o-sounds, two e-sounds, or two a-sounds, whether long or short) they form a common

long vowel (a, n or ®). However € € gives €1, and 0 o gives ov
d0AO®m > S0A  QUAET) > QIAT]  TOIEETE > TOLELTE

3. Iftwo vowels which cannot form a diphthong are unlike, one assimilates the other.
(a) an o-sound (o/m) takes the precedence over an a-sound (o) or an e-sound (/1) and becomes
®. But og and €o give ov. T'evwvam > yevv@
(b) an a-sound or e-sound takes precedence over one another according to which comes first
in the word and gives the corresponding long vowel.

YEVVONTE > YEVVATE ENdloe > €A

4. A vowel and a diphthong unite in the following way: if the vowel before a diphthong is the same as
that with which the diphthong begins, it is absorbed and disappears; € is absorbed before ot. In case
the vowel is different from the first vowel of the diphthong, it combines with the first vowel of the

diphthong like rule #3 and the iota is put as a subscript. uvdat > puvat  vevwaotr > yevwq@

RULE OF ACCENT: If one of the contracting syllables had the accent, the contraction takes the
circumflex accent, otherwise the regular rules apply. See former example.



1. Accent of Enclitics. Enclitics are words which are commonly pronounced with words preceding
them, just as proclitics are words pronounced with those following them, e.g. €uov, pov-
0 adehBOG pov.

Such enclitics usually lose their accents except in the following instances:

1. An enclitic or proclitic followed by an enclitic retains its accent: e.g.
oUTol ol adel@oi Hov giot. oUK ipt.

2. An enclitic of two syllables retains its accent after a word accented with an acute accent on the
penult, e. g., 0 vOuog €otiv dyaBdc.

3. An enclitic of two syllables retains its accent after a sentence or when it is emphatic, e.g.
€otlv is written oty at the beginning of a sentence, if it means he exists or it is possible and
when it comes after dAAQ, €L, Kal, prj, ovk, OTL, TOUTO, WC.

The noun preceding an enclitic receives an additional accent (acute), on the ultima if it is accented
on the antepenult (e.g. 0 &vOpwndg pov) or has a circumflex accent on the penult,
(e.g. 16 TAOLOV pov.)

j. Movable Nu. Any verb and noun forms which end in a vowel insert a v, called a “movable
Nu” before another word which begins with a vowel. The letter serves merely to separate the
words and has no meaning. Some words also originally had a movable sigma which has become
attached as part of the spelling of the word.

For a modern linguistic approach to the mastering the pronunciation of New Testament Greek
with mp3 audio files see Donald L. Potter’s “Simplified Guide to the Pronunciation of New
Testament Greek” at http://donpotter.net/GreekPronunciation.htm

Corrected 10/06/05, 4/9/06



