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Lesson 17

Deponent (Defective) Verbs

oLdelc duvatal dvot kKuplolg dovievely No one can serve two masters. Matthew 6:24

125. Deponent Verbs. The term “deponent” describes some verbs in Greek which are either middle or
passive in form but are active in meaning and are to be so translated. The name “deponent” is used
because the early grammarians considered such as having laid aside their active meaning (Latin de pone,
I lay aside).

The term “defective” refers to verbs which do not have a full component of forms. Hence verbs like
duvapat (I am able) are termed defective because they lack the active form.

How can one tell if a verb form in the middle or actually middle? The answer is by looking in the
vocabulary or lexicon. If the verb is cited in an —opon form, then the verb is deponent at least in the
present system (present and imperfect tenses). If the present is deponent, the imperfect will be also.

yivesOat (to become) is middle infinitive in form, but is active in meaning. The imperfect éywvounv
would be active in meaning also.

However, one must not assume that because the verb is deponent in the present system all other
tenses will be. Verbs which are regular in the present may often be deponent in the future, and a

deponent present may take its other principal parts in regular active forms. Cf. épyopar (I come),
éhevoopon (I shall come), Abov (I came), eAr)AvBo, (I have come). Of the four, only two are deponent.

A deeper study of deponent verbs will show that most of the active translations usually rose out of a
true middle meaning. See Rutherford, First Greek Grammar, pp. 273-277.

Where these verbs demand a passive meaning, it may be supplied by the aorist (which has a separate
passive voice from the middle) or by a periphrastic construction with €yewv tvyyavo (e.g., TOxOo
oconplag, attain salvation = be saved.). A few verbs may actually be used in both a middle (deponent
active) and in an active sense. Cf. taeton (She is healed), Mark 5:29.

126. The Negative ur). The negative ) is generally used with infinitives, participles, and the moods
other than the indicative. oV (k, ) is to be used generally with the indicative.

€y 8¢ Aéym Vv pr) dvtiotnvar oo movnp But I tell you not to resist evil. Matthew 5:39

127. Impersonal Verbs. Some verbs may affirm their action of no definite person or thing, the subject
of the action being unspecified. This is true of English verbs like It rains, There is a fight, It is necessary,
or It is possible. “It” and “there” in these sentences are called “expletives” because they merely “fill up”
the place of the subject. In Greek such verbs are common and often take an infinitive to complete their
meaning.

duvaron EpyecOar, It is possible to go.
del mpookvvely, It is necessary to worship.




128. Vocabulary.

apyn, NG, M,  beginning, rule dwped, ag, 1), gift

AVIAE®, I draw (water) Epyopot, 1 go, I come
amépyopor,  Igo away &ioépyopar, 1 go in, enter
amokpivopat I answer (may take dat.) kabélopau, I sit

yivouat, I become KaOnpon, Isit

yovi), 1), woman (3rd. decl.) oixoc, ov, O house houshold
ocl, it is necessary impersonal 0é® myn, NG, 1),  well (water well)
déyouat, I receive npocépyopot, I go to
dtépyopat, I go through npookuvém, I worship (may take dat.)
dovAog, ov, O  servant, slave Tpo@N, NG, 1),  food, provisions
dvvapat, I am able; it is possible (impersonal)

129. Exercises.

. Text A.

£de1 8¢ avTOV dLépyechot dix Trg Zapapelog. €pyetat oLV elg Xvydp. éxaBéleto emt ) Tyn. ot
nafnTal aVTOL ATNPYOVTO AXYOPALEV TPOYAS. YOVT] TPOGEQYETAL TIV TNYTV. O Incovg dmokpivetat
avTI) Kol S18AcKeL VTNV TEPL TNG dmPeAg TOL Beov. 1PTO HVTOV TG SUVOTAL AVTAELV. 1] YU1]V Kol
NpOTA AVTOV TEPL TOL TOTOL TPOSKLVELY. O Incovg Anekpiveto Ot v Tepocorvpolg €6ty O TOMOG
Omov mpooKLVELY Sel' AAL’ OTL SEL TPOGKVVELY €V TVeLpTL (Spirit) kol dAnBela. 1) yovr) Aéyel Ot
Meoolog Epyetat. 0 6& Aéyel &y elpt. 1) yovn) anépyetat kat Aéyel Tolg dvBpamolg £&¢pyecbat.
T)PYOVTO TPOG AUTOV Kail €3€XOVTO OUTOV. KOl TOALOL ETLGTEVOV ELG AVTOV.

II. Text B.
1. ywooxkopeda, yivopueda, motevely, motevechal, déyxeobat.
2. €pyeobe, e&épyecbe, E&npyecbe, annpyoueba, diepyécbanr.
3. oV 6Uvacbe Be dovievew kal Mapwova (Section 36).
4. eloT)pyeto €lg TOV OlKOV HETA TV PofNT@WYV 0VTOL Kol €KEL €KAONTO HET” avTWV.
5. ol poBntat ov duvavtot déxechat TPOPAS ATO TOU OLKOV.
6. 1] yovn eE€pyetan TPOG TNV TNYT)V AVIAELY.
7. &v apyn O KOGUOG €YLVETO 81" AVLTOD.
8. del 6éyeobat TOV AOYOV TOU Yp1oToL Kal YivesOot ot SoUAOL aTOV.

9. amexpivero avTr) oL yvwokete Tt (What) Tpookvvelte.

10. 6 mpoer)Ng N)pwta avTOV U] Epyechor.
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III. Translate.
1. You are not able to enter the kingdom of heaven.
2. It is necessary to receive the gifts of the servants in the house.
3. We, ourselves, are about to become servants of God.

4. This woman was answering, “Are you able to draw from the well?”
5. These men were coming unto Jesus and were believing on (gig) him.

6. Another comes and you receive his teaching, but you are not able to receive my teaching.

Special Note Concerning the Deponent Verbs

Wayne Price, a former student of Dr. Roberts and my much appreciated editorial assistant, sent me the
following note on April 11, 2006:

Due to the study of the Fribergs and others, I usually include the following disclaimer in regard to the
Ist paragraph on Lesson 17: “However there are a growing number of scholars who would disagree with
this definition given in the 1st paragraph. We studied the Greek “middle voice” back in Lesson 8 of
Robert’s Greek Grammar, and there we learned that it conveys the idea that the subject of a sentence is
doing something for itself. Usually these verbs have an active form, and the middle voice is derived
from it; that is, they simply take that active form and put the —opat endings on the verb.

However, there is a class of Greek verbs which probably never had an active voice at all. These are
labeled as “deponent” by most grammarians, and defined as “middle or passive in form, but having an
active meaning.” | have begun to lean toward the idea that these “so-called” deponent verbs can be
explained as true middles, 1.e., they never really lost their “middle” idea at all! The subject may still be
viewed as the center of the verb’s action, or at last involved in that center.

At least allow for that possibility as we study theses types of verbs, usually styled ass deponent verbs
by most grammarians”

Corrected 4/17/06



