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Lesson 29

The Principal Parts

217. The Greek Verb normally has six principal parts. Each of these presents a tense stem, and
these stems are used to construct all tenses in all the moods and voices. There are three of the principal
parts which have second or alternate (weak) forms. Thus some verbs may have more than the six forms
(e.g., a first and second aorist). Many verbs do not have the full component of six, some forms having
dropped out of use. Other verbs take their principal parts from altogether different roots like the English
am, was, been.

218. Chart of principal parts. The following chart shows the complete tense system in the customary
order and gives what forms are made from each tense stem:

System Tense made from
1. Present, MO Present and imperfect in all moods
and voices
2. Future, Ao Future in active and middle voices
3. Aorist, #£\vca (1% Aorist) Aorist active and middle voices

(Here the second or pt-aor.
of verbs taking them)
4. Perfect, LMéhvka (1% Perfect) Perfect and pluperfect active
(Second perfect of verb which
takeo that form)

5. Perfect middle, AéAvpon Perfect and pluperfect middle and
passive future perfect
6. Aorist passive, EA0ONV Aorist and future passive

It will be seen that the principal parts are cited in the first personal singular of each of th forms in
which the verb occurs. To know a verb one must know its principal parts. Compare these systems with
the three parts of the English verb or four parts of the Latin amo, amare, amavi, amatus) or the French
Je vais, alle, allai, allant) from which in these languages also all verb forms are built.

219. Regular patterns. Some types of verbs treat all verbs of the same type as models (compare
M, above).

1. Regular vowel and diphthong stems: mioteV®, TOoTEVO®, EMIGTEVGA, TEMTIGTEVKO,

TENIOTELHOL, EMOTEVONV.
2. Short vowel stems

(ew): moww, monow, émoinca, TeMonGa, TEMOINKO, TETOMULOL, ETOU}ONV.

(aw): dyomw, Ayomom, Nyannoa, r)y&mnKa, 1)yamnuoL, ryyamnony.

(ow): TANPW, TANPWO®, ETANPOCO, TETANPWKOL, TETAT)POUOL, ETANPWONV.
Liquids: ayyéAo, dyyehw, Nyyelha, Tyyeika, yyeApat, nyyEeanyv.

p — verbs: (O, Onjcw, €0nka (or — ca), TéBewka, TéBeipan, ETEOMV.

Palatal stems: knpvocm, knpv&m, ékrjpuéa, (kekrpuya), (KEKT)puypaL), EKnpUyOnv.
Lingual stems: 6c){®, cwom, €6mG0, GEcmMKA, GEGM(0)HatL, Eowinv.

Labial stems: ypa@o, ypaym, Eypaya, yEYPOQa, YEYPOLLOL, EYPAPAV.
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220. Vocabulary : PRINCIPAL PARTS OF VERBS WHICH ARE IRREGULAR

Present Future Aorist Perfect Perfect Middle Aorist Passive
1 2 3 4 5 6

ayo, lead a&m Nyayov ypon Ny

apéo, choose aiprjooponr  eihov TpnKa Tjpnuot nptonv

alpw, raise aApw npa Npxa Tpuat nofnv

axkoL®, hear akovoopol  1jKOVGO AKT)KOO nKovGONV

AKOVUG®

anobvrjokw, die -0avouan -¢0avov -téBvnko

anoktelvo, kill ATOKTEV ATEKTELVOL améKTAvOnv

Boive, 20 pricopon EPnv BéPnka

Bairio, throw Boiw éBarov BépAnka BéRAnpon EPAnOmv

Bovlopar,  wish £PovArOnv

yivouat, become  yevrjoopor  €yevopnv  yéyova yeyévnuon gyevnOnv

ywa@okm,  know YVQOOLLOL EYVoV EYvoKa, EYVOOLLOL Eyvawonv

déw, tie, must  d1c® £dnoa dédeka dédepan £0€0MV

dvvopar,  can duvrjcopatl  EduvAuNV névvnonv

elu, am goopat v

Epyopot, £0 ghevoopar  TABov EANAv0a

éobim, eat QAyopon EQayov

gvplokw,  find guPo® g0pov gvpNKa evPEOMV

&Y, have £Eo (oxnom) Eoyov Eoknkol

KOAE®, call KOAEGM EKAAESO KEKANKQL EKAN)ONV

Kpivo, judge KPW@ Expva KEKPIKOL KEKPLLOL expidnv

AopPave,  take Ayopon Elafov el\noa elnupon EAN OV

Léyo, say EPQ elmov glpnko eAEYOMV

Aelno, leave Aelyo EMmov Aéderon elelpOnv

pnavbave,  learn Euabov uepadnko

Hpvriokm, remember —pvrico -éuvnoa Léuvmuon LE v o éuvrionv

Opaw, see oyouat gldov Epaxa webnv

TACY®, suffer énabov wémovha

nelbo, persuade meiow Eneloan némolfa TEMEIGHLOL gmelcOnv

T, fall TEGOL UL EMEGOV TETTOKO

T(KTO, give birth  té&opan ETEKOV etéyomv

TPEY, run EdpoOV

yaivo, appear (QovoLpLOL Epava EQAVNV

QEPO, bear Olom Nveyka gvrjvoya Nvéyonv

QEVY®. flee eevEopon EQuyov TEQEVYQ

Yapw, rejoice XOpT)COpLOL Exapny
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221. Exercises.

I. Questions:

What are the six forms in the principal parts of most verbs in Greek?

Which of these three forms or “systems” are formed in more than one way?

What tense (with mode and voice) are made from each one of the principal parts?

What are the principal parts of a verb in each one of the “types” of Greek verbs?

Learning the new principal parts of the irregular verbs in the above list and the meaning of each in
the present.

II. Text A.
einav avt@ ot Tovdator VOV éyvakapev 6Tt dapoviov Exels. ABpacp dméBavey Kal ol TpoeTTaL.

anpexpidn Inocovg 6 mmp (father) pov do&dlet pe oK eyvakate ALTOV, €Y@ 8¢ 0lda AVTOV Kol
TOV AOYOV aUTOD THp@. ABpaap 11YoAMcAcato (AyoAMAw, rejoiced) Oetv Thv Npépay v uny, Kol
eldev kal Exapn. elmav ovv ol Tovdatot Tpog avtdv: mevrrikota (mevtrjkota £tn, fifty years) £ oUnw
Exelg kal ABpaap Ewpokag; eimev avtolg Incovg dunv apnyv Aéym vuty, (nptv (1]) + infinitive,
before) mpiv APpacp yevéoBar Eyw etpl. 1pav oOv AtBovg Barely én’ avtov: Incovg ENAbev €k ToU
(epov.
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III. Text B.

. £oopoat, EAeVoopL, KPVELS, Aslyete, Oyopeba, mecovvtal, olcm, Brjcet
. ey, MxOnv, €pavng, eLPEONTE, Eypaenpey, 1dvvriOncav.

. Lévo, pevel, Eueve, pépevnko, BEPANTaL, yyelhapey, ayyei.

. aknkoapev OtL O ypictog EAAvbe kol Edpdapopev 3V aUTOV.

. ABpaap dvrjveyke (dvapépm offer) Tov viov avto kat ErAnpwdn 1 ypoet) Encitevoe 8¢

ABpaop @ e kal EhoyicOn (hoyilopar, reckon) oVt &lg StkatocVLVNV kol @LAog Beov ExAr)O.

IV. Translate

. We shall go because we have seen and heard the Lord.

. The disciples have come and have announced the word to us.

. Abraham saw the day of the Lord and when he had seen, rejoiced (Use aorist passive.).
. The Jews answered, “We have known him and we have kept his word.

. The Christ was seen by the apostles when he had arisen

. The prophets remained many days and the people were led into the truth.

Corrected 3/02/06



