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Lesson 44

Imperative Mood

opy(lece xal pun apaptavete
Be ye angry and sin not. Ephesians 4:26

350. The Imperative Mood." The imperative is the mood of command, request, entreaty, and one
type of prohibitions. In English we say (you) go, don’t (you) go. We often use the imperative for
prayers and requests, as well as commands.

The Greek imperative utilizes the present tense (linear action) and the aorist (point action) in all
voices. The tenses are formed by the addition of the endings of the proper tense stem (minus the
augment in the case of the aorist).

The most singular thing (to an English student) about the Greek imperative is that the conjugation has
a third person.

eéMétm, Let him go. éMétwoav, Let them go.

351. Endings of the Imperative Mood. The imperative mood has its own set of endings. They must
be learned. The variable vowel €/0 is the sign of the present tense; ca - is the sign of the 1st aorist.

Active
Singular Plural
2. &- (no ending; old ending 61- e-1¢
or ¢ are sometimes found)
3. et e-tov/oav (cav is nearly always used
in Koine)
Middle and Passive
2. €00 oV g-obe
3. e-c0w e-chmoav
352. Present Imperative of AVw.
Active
2.A0e  (you) loose Mete (you) loose
3. Aétm let him loose Aétmoayv let them loose
Middle and Passive
2. Aov  You loose for yourself (be loosed) Moecbe
3. Aéaobe Let him loose for himself (be loosed) AvéocTmoayv

Practice the imperative of &y, I lead; d16c&okm, I teach

" The student should review what has been studied about mood. (Section, 3, 301).
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Note Carefully: Contracts react like indicative tnpeétom, tnpeito, let him keep.
The Imperative of the verb to be is as follows.

2. lo0Oe éote
3. éotw éoTwaoov

353. First Aorist Active Imperative of AVw.

Active
2. AVoov! (you) loose Avoate You loose
3. Avoatw let him loose Avoatwoav let them loose
Middle
2. Moo loosing for yourself AVoace loose for yourself
3. AvoaoHwm let him loose for himself AMoacHmwoav let them loose for themselves
Passive’
2. 000mt’ (you) be loosed AMOOnte you be loosed
3. 201t let him be loosed Abntoocav let them be loosed

Contracts lengthen before tense singular AdAncov, speak for yourself

354. Second Aorist Active Imperative. Second aorist verbs use the same endings as present but
add them to the second aorist stem. (less augment).

Baiiw, I throw éBoov I threw Bolétm let him throw
Active Middle
2. Bake Bdkete Baov Bdkecbe
3. Borétm Borétwoay Borécbm BorécOwoav

Note Carefully. The passive imperative is, of course, made off the aorist passive stem (6th principal
part) and not off the second aorist stem.

355. Meaning of Imperative. The basic idea of the imperative is that of command.
LETOVOT|COTE Kol £KAGTOG DV Pantiobr)tm
(Ye) Repent and each of you be baptized. Acts 2:38

Request, entreaties (prayers) are often made in this mood.
natep 00EAGOV 6oV TOV VIOV.
Father glorify thy son.

' The 2nd singular endings are irregular.
? Notice the characteristics sign of the First Aorist Passive —n.
3 for 01 but two aspirates cannot stand in successive syllables (Grassmann’s law).
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Prohibitions (negative commands) are of two kinds,
ur) with the aorist subjunctive means “don’t begin.”
un vopionte 6t ABov Podetv eiprjvav Ent Ty yrv. Mark 10:34.
Don’t begin to think that I have come to cast peace upon the earth.
un with the present imperative means “quit.”

un eoPeicbe amo twv amoktevvovtov 10 cwpa, Quit fearing the ones able to kill the body

The Imperative expresses many shades of meaning according to the context.

Direct Command: avapate wde, come up here

Hortatory: 0 dikaiog dikaicUvny momocdto €ti, Let the righteous do righteous still.

Entreaty: el T dUvr), BorjBncov 1uiv. If you are able (to do) something,

Permission: kofs0dete kal avoravesde, Sleep and take your rest.

356. Vocabulary:

elopépm, I bring in. npoentela, ag, 1), prophecy

Katéyw, I hold fast oMua, potog, T, a thing spoken, word, matter
opoiwg, (adv) likewise Ovopat, (copat, ... Eppcbny). I draw, snatch from
ovv, therefore puoat, (Aor. Imp.)

OQENETIG, OV, O, debtor orjuepov, (adv) today, at this time

TEPAGUOC, OV, O, temptation xpNotog, 1, Ov, useful, good, kind

Twe; how?

357. Exercises

L. Text A.

[Tatep Npwv O €v T0lg OVPAVOLST
aylocbnTe 10 dvoud Govr
EMOETo 1) Pacideio cov:
yevn 01t 10 BEANUA Gov,
WG &V oVpavVQ Kol €L yNG
TOV &PTOV 1)LV TOV ¢movotov' d0¢ ULV oTePOV:
Kol &pec’ ULV T OPEIAT) pora’ NUwv,

€OG Kai )UETS AQTIKapey’ Tolg OQeéTong HU@V"
Kal un aicavéymgS NUAG €l TEPAGHOV,

&AL QUGAL T)UALG ATIO TTOVIPOD.

Matthew 6:6-13

"“Daily” 2 Aor. Imp. of 8i8wpt. Notice stem 8o and ¢ ending.

3 &pimu, I send away, forgive * OQpeIA) o, potog, To, what is due, a debt;
fig., a failure, a fault, sin. > eio@épo, I bring into




€V TAVTL EVYOPLOTELTE
TOUTO Yap BéAnpa Beov €v ¥pLoT@ €lg VUAG,.
TO TVELULOL ) oBévvurte!
npoentelag un eEovbevette
vt 6€ SoKIUALETE, TO KOAOV KATEYETE.
anod mavtog eidovg” TovNPoD Gréyecbe.
I Thessalonians 5: 18 — 22.

! ofévvou, I quench, put out.
2 gldoc, ovg, 10, form, appearance

II. Text B.
1. Topgvov Kol oL Toiel OHOLMC.
2. kOpg, didac&ov Nuag mpocevyesho.
3. avaom (Aor. Imp. [old ending] of dvictnut) kot eloeAbe v TOAW.
4. mopeLecbe Kal Aarelte €V TQ lep@ TQ Ao TAvVTa T OT)pato g LoTg TavTg.
5. un xpivete, tva un kpnte.
6. ur anéldnte el O30V €Bvav.

7. yiveoBe 8¢ elg AAAAovg ypnotol.

o)

. BAémete oLV TG MEPITOTELTE.

Ne)

. @eLyete TV opvelav: pevyete ano TG eldwAoratpiag (idolatry).

10. el vexpol ovK eyeipovtatl, paympev kol TioUeY, VPOV Yyap amobvrickopey. ur) TAavache.
III. Translate

1. Go and teach all these words to the people.

2. Let the disciples not go into the way of the nations.

3. If the Christ had not risen up, the gospel would not have been preached. Let no one be deceived.

4. Let the one doing fornication flee to the Lord. All ye flee idolatry.

Corrected 8/24/05, 3/14/06
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