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Lesson 46

Comparison of Adjectives

70 SOK([I0V VIOV TN)G TGTEMG TOAVTIHOTEPOV YPLGLOV
The trying of your faith is more precious than gold. I Peter 1:7

365. Review of Adjectives. It is well to review the forms of adjectives learned so far. There are
several variations.

1. Adjectives of thee terminations in First and Second Declensions with short feminines.
ayabog, ayadn}, dyabdv (good)

2. Adjectives of three terminations in First and Second Declensions with short feminines (Stem
vowel follows ¢, 1, p)

movnpog, ToVNPA, TovNPov (evil)

3. Adjectives of two terminations (Second Declension)
Compounds and polysyllables with masculine and feminine alike

Ad1KoG, adKov, (unjust)

4. Adjectives of two terminations (Third Declension) with stems in —eg
Sibilants (p. 116): adn6nig, aAnbég (true)

5. Adjectives of two terminations (Third Declension) with stems in v, p, A, i
Liquids (p. 100): aepwv, ov (Gen. &gpovog) (foolish)

366. Comparison of Adjectives. The sentence David was wise, but Solomon was wiser that he by far
would be expressed in Greek: Aaveld 1)V 6090Og, ALY ZOAOUWY GOPOTEPOG AVTOV TOAAQ.

The adjective co@dc, wise, in this sentence is the positive degree; copwtepoc, wiser is the
comparative degree. (There is also a superlative, wisest). That with which Solomon is compared (avtov,

than he) is the standard of the comparison, and moAAc (by far) is the degree of difference. The giving of
the different degrees of an adjective is the comparison of adjectives.

Comparison may be regular (As English tall, taller, tallest; beautiful, more beautiful, most beautiful)
or irregular (good, better, best)

367. Regular Comparison. The comparative and superlative degrees of adjectives are regularly
formed by adding the suffixes —tepog and —tarog to the stem vowel (the ¢ is dropped). If the penult has a
short vowel, the stem vowel is lengthened to .

AVTOG 6TV LoyLPpOTEPOG pov. He himself is mightier than 1.

00PWTEPOG aTOL wiser than he

The accent is recessive in the comparative and superlative degrees.
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Note Carefully: Sibilant stems (g, &¢) add the same suffixes.

Aanon|c, dinbéotepog, dinBéotatog.
Stems in v, ov (after the analogy of &AnO1)g) have &g added to the stems.

368. The Standard of Comparison. That with which something is compared is expressed several
ways.

1. By the ablative of Comparison.
TEPLGGOTEPOV TPOPT)TOV, more that a prophet. Matt. 11:9

2. By the use of the particle 1] (than), with the standard of comparison put in the same case as the
thing compared.
AVEKTOTEPOV £GTOL YT) ZOSOUMV 1) T1) TOAEL EKEL)
It shall be more tolerable for the land of Sodom than for that city.

3. By the use of the prepositions wap& (here = more than, beyond) and
Unép (more, more than).

apapToAotl aga mavtag toug 'aAdatovg éyévovto;
Were they sinners above all the Galileans? Luke 13:2

TOMWTEQOG VTTEQ TAOAV UAXALQAV dIOTOHOV,
sharper that any two-edged sword. Hebrews 4:12

369. Dative of Degree of Difference. With expressions of comparison the dative cause is used to
express the degree of difference.

TIOAAQ@ TAelovg (irregular for moAvg, much), many more. John 4:41. Cf. Phil. 1:24

370. Vocabulary.

aipeoig, eng, 1), a choosing; a sect uwpoc, &, ov foolish

axpiprg, g, strict 10 popov , foolishness

duvarog, 1, Ov, able, mighty Ootig, 0tt, who (originally from 6¢ and 115)
exhéyouat, I choose TEPLoGOG, 1] Ov, abundant, great

Kowvog, 1] 0v, new (in quality) oKAvoaAov, ov, To, offense

KataoyUve, I make (put) ashamed copla, ag, 1], wisdom

KANo1G, €0¢, 1 calling Go(AgG, 1, OV. wise

KANtog, ov, called, selected te, and, both

véog, a, OV, new, young
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371. Exercises.

I. Text A.

Nuelg 8¢ knpvocouey Xpotov Eotavppevov, Tovdaioig pev okdvdarov, éBvecty ¢ poploy
(foolishness), avtolg d¢ Tolg KANTOLG, Tovdaloig te kal "EAAncwv, Xpiotov Beov dUvauy kal Oeov
copiav, OTL TO HOPOV TOL BEOD GOPWTEPOV TV aVOPWT®V E0TiV, Kal TO dcbeveg ToL Beov
LoYLPOTEPOG BEOD GOPTEPOV TWV aVOPWT®V 0TIV, Kal TO Acbeveg TOL Be0U LoyVPOTEPOS TV
avBpwnwv. Brémete yap v kAo Duwv, adekeot, 0Tt 00 TOALOL GOPOL KOTAX GAPKA, OU TOAOL
duvarol, oL ToAloL gyevelg (noble, well-bred) dAla t&x pwpa 10U kOGpHoL EEeléEarto O Be0g (va,
KATOoYVVI) TOUG GOPOVC. Kal T &cBevn) TOU KOGHOoL E&ehéEato O Be0g tva KaTaoyLVT T IGYLPA.
(I Cor. 1: 23 -27)

II. Text B.

1. ol viol ToL al@WVog TOUTOL PPOVILWTEPOL LTEP TOVG VIOV TOL GMTOG ELG TIV YEVEQV TI)V
EQVTWV ElOWV.

2. énoa papioalog Kot TNV AKPPESTATNV aipecty TG T)ueTépag Opnokelog
(6pnoxkeia, ag, 1, religion)

3. TO HOPOV 10V B0V GOPWTEPOV TWV AVOPWT®V.

4. oUTOG XOPA €V TQ OVPAVE €0TAL ETL EVE XPAPTOAQ LETAVOUVTL ) €TL EVEVI|KOVTO EVVEQ
SKALO1G OLTIVEG OV YPEIXV EYOVGLV PETAVOLAG.

5. Opolmg vewTepol LTOTAYNTE TEPSPVTEPOIS.

6. 1O AYOmAV AUTOV ... TEPLGGOTEPOV EGTIV TAVMV TWV OAOKOVTOUATOV.
(6hokavTOUa, burnt offering)

7. ABnvalot elg oVdEV ETepoV NUKAIPOLY (EVKPE®, | have leisure).
1 AEYEWV TUT) AKOVEW TL KAVOTEPOLV.

8. 1) loxupdTEPOL AVTOL ECUEV;
III. Translate.
1. The weakness of the Lord is stronger that the foolishness of the mighty.
2. Are not the righteous wiser than the sons of darkness.
3. The younger shall in no wise rule the elder.
4. To obey is better than sacrifice.

5. Heaven rejoices more over (€n() the one repenting than over the ones not needing to repent.
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