160

Lesson 48
The Optative Mood

0 0¢ KUp1o¢ KatevBvval LUWVY TAG Kapdlag eI ayanny ToL Heov.
May the Lord direct your hearts into the love of God. 2 Thess. 3:5

380. The Optative Mood. The optative mood affirms the action of the verb as possible. It is very
much like the subjective, which is usually described as the mood of probability. The optative gets its
name from its use in expressing wishes. (Latin opto, I wish). Its other uses are in potential statements
used in Ideal Conditions. There are only 67 optatives in the New Testament. Thirty-seven (37) of these

are wishes.

381. The Conjugation of the Optative. The optative uses the following endings.
(They are largely the endings of the pu verbs.)

Active Middle-Passive
Singular Plural Singular Plural
I. —wu -uev -unv -ueba
. = -T¢ -0 -o00¢
3. — -gv -TO -V10

The sign of the optative is —1. To this the connecting vowel o is added in the present and Second
Aorist Optative (-ot) and oa in the First Aorist (cau).

The New Testament uses only uses the present (linear) and aorist (point action) tenses.

382. The Optative of Mbw, Wish: May I loose.

Present
Active Middle-Passive
Singular Plural Singular Plural
1. Moyu Aouev Avolunv Avoluebo
2. Moig Aootte A0oto Aotobe
3. Aot Aotev Avotto AVowvto
Aorist
First Aorist Active Second Aorist Active' (Deponent)
Singular Plural Singular Plural
1. Mooyt AOcopev yeyoiunv yevoipeba
2. Mog Moatte Y€Vol0 yévoiobe
3. Moar® AMcoey Yévoito YEVOWTO

Note Carefully: The Aorist Passive has the suffix —0gwvn, -6ging, -0

' The Active uses the present endings. ° The final at in the optative is long.
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383. The Optative of i, Wish: May I be

Present
Singular Plural
1. elnv emuev
2. elng elnte
3. eln emooav

384. The Optative of Wishes. Wishes about the future are expressed by the optative. pr) yévotro.

Note Carefully. Wishes about the past are expressed by 0¢pelov with the aorist; wishes about the present

by d@elov with the imperfect.
Opelov anébovov, Would that I had died. (aorist)

Opelov anédnvorov, Would that I were dying. (imperfect)

385. The Potential Optative. One of the most common usages of the optative is with &v to express
what might or would happen (under some unexpressed condition).

EMdoyu av, I would go

EVEVEVOV T TTaTPL TO TL Av B€Not kaAelBat ovTo.
They made signs to the father what he would like to call it (i.e., if he could speak.).

386. The Ideal (Fourth Class) Conditional Sentence. (Review Lesson 42 and 43) The ideal
condition is the condition undetermined with remote possibility of fulfillment. It tells what would take

place, should a certain condition ever take place. It uses et (if) with the optative in the protasis and
the optative with v in the apodosis.

el totot (morjoat) TavTa, £XOL AV KAAwg
If he should do this, it would be well with him.

The apodosis of this condition is the same as the potential optative. There are no complete examples
of this condition in the New Testament. There are only some mixed conditions, some protases alone,
and the potential optative by itself.

387. The Optative in Indirect Discourse. After a past indicative verb, a subjunctive or present verb
may become optative. A few obvious examples of this type of construction occur.
K00’ NUépav AvaKpLvOVTES TG YPAPAGS EL €01 TAVTO OVTOG,.
Searching the scriptures daily if these things were so. Acts 17:11
Representing probably &t £xet Tavto 0Utmg (or possibly eav £xn). See also Acts 17:27.




388. The Potential Indicative. With the potential optative may be compared a like use of the

indicative in potential statements. The imperfect tense is used.

TO GWO, AUTEUTTMS €V TT) TOPOLGLX TOV Kuplov Npwv Incov XpiotoL pnbeln. ToTog O KUAWY

nbekov ¢ mapeivat TPOg LUAG APTL
I wish to be present with you now (i.e., if it would do any good).

389. Vocabulary.

avaywawoko, I read Kkatnyopém, I accuse, speak against

ayialo, I sanctify KOKKOG, oV, O grain seed

apéumtog unblameably unkétt, no longer, no more

apo, Conjunction therefore, since undeic, no one, see Section 355
Adverb interrogative, expects “no” Ohotelr|g, £g, whole

Enlyvooig, eng, 1), knowledge ov(v)parim, I put together meet

OMOKANpOG, ov, sound, perfect (with Instrumental Case)

Oopelov, O that! Would that! oneipw, I sow

Tapovcia, og, 1), coming, presence @LOG0POG, 0V, O, philosopher

TN0Vvo, I increase, multiply ynloeém, I feel after

movOave, Middle, I ask, learn by inquiry yxave (2nd Aor. €tvyov), I happen, chance

390. Exercises

. Text A.
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avTOG 8¢ Be0g T1g £lpT)VNG Ayiksan DUAG OAOTEAELG KOl OAOKANPOV VU@V TO TVEDO KOL 1) QUXT| Kol

vuag, 6g Kol Tou)oEL.

Tveg 6¢€ Kal Twv Emkovpeiov kol ZToikwv grhocoemv cuveéPaliov aUT® Kol Tveg EAEYOV TL AV

BéAlo1 O omepuordyog (babbler) oUtog Aéyewy; ... TOV KOGUOV...ET0iNGE T €€ EvOGg mav €Bvog

avpwnv...InTetv OV B0V £l Apa YE YNAAPT|GELEY AVTOV Kol EDPOIEV, KOL YE OV HOKPAY ATO £VOG

EKAOTOV MUWV UTLAPYOVTAL.

[a—y

II. Text B.

XAPIS ULV Kal p1)vn TAnBuvOen &v Emyvawaoet Tov Beov.

. QAN gl Kol TAGYOLTE dlx S1KAOG VUV, LOKAPLOL.
. 0pglov ve éPactrevoate tva kal Npelg DUy cvpfaciievoouev (reign with)

. dedahovv (Stadodréwm, I discuss) mpog dAAT|Aovg Tl &v mowr|catev T@ Incov.

gpot 8¢ un yévotto kowyacHat el pun €v T oTOVP@ TOL Kupiov.

. OV TO GO TO YEVIGOUEVOV OTELPEIS, XA YOUVOV KOKKOV, €L TUXOL GLTOV 1] TIVOG TGV

AOUTOV.

. émuvBavero Tig & €.
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8. ApA Y€ YWVWOKES & AVOYIWVWOKELS; O O€ ELMEV TG YAP duvalpny &v, Ev pr) Tig
odnynoet (0dnyéw, I guide) pe.

9. tveg 6¢ amo Aotog Tovdatot, oU¢ €idel eml cov (before you) mopeivorl Kol KT yopeL €L TL EXOLUEV
TPOC EUE.

10. unkéTt €i¢ TOV QUL@VO €K 60V UNSELG KOPTOV GAYOL.
III. Translate:
1. If you should east of this fruit, you would die.
2. May God multiply peace and grace to you through Christ.
3. We were inquiring what they would want to do.
4. Would that we were reigning with one another.

5. May it not be to us to boast in works of righteousness, but only in the Cross.
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