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Note From Internet Publisher: Donald L. Potter
September 30, 2008

These “Lessons” are from my easy-to-read edition of Noah Webster’s 1824 American
Spelling Book. Thousands of parents and educators have been downloading my edition of
Webster since I first published it on my web site, www.donpotter.net on October 7, 2006.

I consider the 1824 edition Webster’s best edition. The 1829 edition is considerably
different and was continued with minor revisions through the last edition in 1908. I
consider the introduction of sight-words in the 1829 edition unfortunate.

This large print Syllabary is for teachers who want to post Webster’s Syllabary on their
classroom wall or make large posters for teaching. I am finding them very helpful in
teaching Webster’s method to my classes at the Odessa Christian School.

I have continually corrected my hand typed edition as my friends have used it and
suggested improvements.

These “Lessons” are Webster’s Syllabary. The syllabary was taught before students
started reading words. They would learn to both read and spell (using oral spelling with
the letter names) the syllables of the syllabary then they were taught to apply the
syllabary to reading the words in the Tables. I have found this very effective.



Webster’s method has numerous merits that recommend it to teachers of reading in the
twenty-first century. Learning to read from the “sounds” instead of from the “meaning”
(sight-word memorization and context guessing) prevents the manifestion of whole-word
dyslexia in those prone to his serious hinderance-to-reading. In his 1828 American
Dictonary of the English Language, Webster defines a Spelling Book as, “A book for
teaching children to spell and read.” Today we use spelling books to teach students, who
have learned to read some™* with the whole-word method, to spell some*

Teachers and Parents using the Webster’s method may be hesitant to attempt to teach
Webster’s method because Webster begins teaching polysyllables early, with Table 4. Let
me assure you that this is a strength, not a weakness, of his program. He classifies his
early polysyllables as “easy words” because they are easy if the students know the
syllabary. Contemporary practice of teaching only single syllables words in beginning
reading dramatically reduces student reading skills in the early stages of reading and
unnecessarily prolonges the time necessary to teach students the entire English writing
system. Students who begin with Webster are always reading several grade levels ahead
of their peers, incuding students trained with popular phonics programs.

*I say some because most who learn to read with the whole-word method (whole-language/guided-
reading/balanced-literacy) rarely ever learn to read or spell as well as they could have if they had begun with
phonics-first: their artificially induced whole-word reflex blocks the development of superior reading and spelling.
Most people with poor reading or spelling think they are just naturally weak in these areas, never realizing that
their inferior reading and spelling was caused by inferior teaching methods.



