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26 Basic Consonant Sounds

18 Basic Vowel Sounds
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Basic Vowel Rule 1 
 

If there is only one 
vowel in a word or 
syllable and it comes 
before a consonant, 
the vowel is usually 
short. 

 
 
 nŏt    gulp   thĭck 
 
 
  ŏn    ĭmp   ŭs     ăn 
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Basic Vowel Rule 2 
 

If there is two vowels 
in a word or syllable, 
the first vowel is 
usually long and the 
second is silent.  

 
       Regular Vowel Digraph 
 

ōak  māid  slēet  mēat 
 

 
Magic e Words 

 

nōte māde mīne mūte 
 

 
Irregular Vowel Digraph 

 

piēce   bread   greāt 
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Basic Vowel Rule 3 
 

If there is only one 
vowel in a word or 
syllable and the vowel 
comes at the end, the 
vowel is usually long.  

 
 
 
nō  whȳ  shē  gō  yē 
 
sī-lent  pō-em  tā-ble 

48 
 

Basic Vowel Rule 4 
 

If an a is followed by 
u, w, r, ll, or lt, in the 
same syllable, it often 
has the third sound of 
a. (a3 or Italian ä) 

 
 

  fault    draw    starch 
 
  hall     malt 


