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Note from Internet Publisher: Donald L. Potter
November 23, 2010
On January 26, 2004, I did a “Word Analysis” of the 1983 edition of Alpha-Phonics by
Samuel L Blumenfeld. I had taught Alpha-Phonics since 1993 in public school
elementary bilingual classes and in private tutoring. My success with the program
showed clearly that it was a very good beginning reading program for both regular and
bilingual students. I wanted to know more about the program so I did a detailed word
analysis. I retyped the entire Alpha-Phonics book and sorted the words into alphabetical
order. Visually I deleted all the duplicate words. According to that study there were a
total of 6,832 words in Alpha-Phonics. After eliminating the duplicates there were 2,722
different words. I was very impressed with the fact that I had been able to teach children
to read that many words in a single school year. At that time I was unaware that there was
a later, expanded edition of Alpha-Phonics called Bumenfeld’s Alpha-Phonics to
distinguish it from the 1983 program, which is still available from the original publisher.
Mr. Blumenfeld send me a copy of the 1997/2005 edition in 2005. I have been using the
new edition in my classroom since then. I was curious about the differences between the
two editions so I first did a lesson-by-lesson comparison, which is available on my
website.
Recently I decided to do a simple statistical comparison of the two programs. First I
retyped the new edition. Then I put all the word in a single column so I could do a
computer sort. This put all the words in alphabetical order. Actually I did each skill-level
one at a time and then figured the number of words taught in each level. I did not do this
detailed analysis of the 1983 edition. For that edition I only have total scores. I counted a
total of 3,033 different words in the new edition. This gives us 311 new words in the new
edition. This is not the entire story of the improvements. The new edition has more
sentences and a more refined organization of the spelling-families and irregular words.
I counted words with different meanings but spelled the same as separate words. I also
counted plurals, possessives, etc., as separate words. The study is as accurate as I could
make it. I am confident the figures are very close to the facts.
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Concerning the Dolch Sight Vocabulary List
Eighteen Dolch Basic Sight-Vocabulary services words are not taught in Blumenfeld’s
Alpha-Phonics Workbook. The words are: away, find, yellow, under, every, giving, over,
because, before, both, first, goes, its, upon, kind, myself, seven, together. Approximately
95% of the Dolch sight-vocabulary service words are taught with phonics.
Of these 18 service words missing from Blumenfeld’s Alpha-Phonics Workbook, the
following 14 are found in Blumenfeld’s First Readers: away, find, into, under, every,
over, because, before, does, first, its, kind, seven, together – leaving only 4 missing. An
impressive 98% of the services words are taught in the Blumenfeld’s Alpha-Phonics
Literacy System.
It is passing strange that reading “experts” and others think that it takes three years
to learn all 220 Dolch Sight Vocabulary List words; yet Paul Lukawaski and I have
demonstrated over and over again that first-graders can master all 3,033 words in
Blumenfeld’s Alpha-Phonics in a single school year!
The problem with sight-vocabulary is that they treat the English spelling as a form
of hieroglyphics to be read as wholes from the meaning of the words without
reference to the letters and the sounds they represent. This practice confuses the
child as to the fundamental nature of the reading act and leads to the creation of a
right-brain, holistic-reflex, whereby the students identify words as configurational
wholes assisted by semantic and syntactic clues (a.k.a. guessing). Teaching phonicsfirst with a linguistic method like Blumenfeld’s Alpha-Phonics produces significantly
higher levels of reading achievement than sight-vocabulary programs or programs
that combine sight-word and phonics instruction. All the children that I tutor have
received heavy sight-word instruction in the pubic school classrooms. They all
received Guided-Reading instruction, and what I consider, relatively weak phonics
instruction. Not unexpectedly, their handwriting and spelling leaves much to be
desired. I mention handwriting because of the hundreds of students I have tutored
none can write the alphabet fluently or with good legibility due obviously to a lack
of direct instruction in that crucial area.

7

Blumenfeld’s Alpha-Phonics Word Count by Skill Levels
Skill Level

Reader

Skills Taught & Mastered

Level
Count

Cumulative
Count

102

102

345

447

Level 1

First Reader 1

Level 2

First Reader 2

Level 3

First Reader 3

Consonant Digraphs, Contractions,
to be, to have

84

531

Level 4

First Reader 4

95

626

Level 5

First Reader 5

223

849

Level 6

First Reader 6

517

1,366

Level 7

First Reader 7

2-Syllable, short vowel
words
al, all, final consonant blends,
ng, ing, er.
More final consonants,
2-syllable words, Initial Blends.
Long ā spellings. au/aw, ar

399

1,765

Level 8

First Reader 8

Long vowels ē & ī. Sentences

459

2,224

Level 9

First Reader 9

515

2,739

Level 10

First Readers 10
& 11

ough, gh=f, long vowel ō, oo, ow,
ou, oy/oi, Long vowel ū
Er/ir/or/ur/ear, -le, ph=f, silent
letters, y=ī. etc.

294

3,033

Short ă, 1-letter consonants, ck,
qu
All short vowels

Chart prepared by Donald. L. Potter on November 23, 2010.

It is an interesting and informative to compare the ambitious Blumenfeld’s AlphaPhonics’ Scope-and-Sequence with the less ambitious scope-and-sequence for the
typical first-grade reading or phonics program.
Common sense would tell us that to expect students to read first-grade literature
BEFORE they have completed a comprehensive phonics-first reading program is an
open invitation to the development of the unwanted guessing habit. The Blumenfeld
First Readers are a carefully planned and sequenced set of interesting Readers that
are graded from kindergarten through the upper elementary grades, but easily
managed by any student competing Blumenfeld’s Alpha-Phonics Primer. The First
Readers are entirely decodable following the sequence of the skills development in
the program.
I much prefer that student do not begin the Accelerated Reading Program until after
they have completed Blumenfeld’s Alpha-Phonics and demonstrated oral reading
mastery of First Readers 1 thru 10.
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Concluding Observations
Teaching beginning students to read with Blumenfeld’s Alpha-Phonics will go a long
way toward preventing the development of low reading ability, which we choose to
designate as “artificially induced whole-word dyslexia.”
For more information on artificially induced whole-word dyslexia, visit the
“Education Page” of the www.donpotter.net website where you can read Dr. Samuel
L. Blumenfeld’s ground-breaking article, “Can Dyslexia be Artificially Induced in
School? Yes, Says Veteran Researcher Edward Miller.”
The Blumenfeld’s Alpha-Phonics reading program can be purchased from the
Chalcedon Foundation. Although quite inexpensive, Blumenfeld’s Alpha-Phonics is far
more effective than many of its expensive rivals. I do not know of a program
anywhere that is easier to learn to teach.
I feel that I am qualified to testify first-hand to the effectiveness of Blumenfeld’s
Alpha-Phonics because I taught it successfully for over seven years to elementary
public school classes. I also taught Alpha-Phonics Workshops for the teachers of the
Ector County Independent School District. Several teachers I trained have praised
the effectiveness of the program in their classrooms.
I have even published one year’s Lesson Plans for a second-grade bilingual class that
I taught here in Odessa. The lesson plans show clearly how I taught the program to
beginning readers in a single school year.
For a penetrating insight into the psychology of reading, be sure and read the
articles by Miss Geraldine Rodgers on my web site: www.donpotter.net. Miss
Rodgers, a highly experienced teacher and researcher, explains why that reading
programs that teach children to read from the “sounds” produce far better readers
than whole-word (Whole Language) programs that teach reading from the
“meaning.” There are also essays by Raymond Laurita and Dr. Patrick Groff
concerning the dangers of sight-word vocabulary instruction.
I am delighted to announce the publication of the First Readers Anthology,
containing all of Mr. Blumenfeld’s First Readers in a convenient single book edition.
It is available from Amazon or can be purchased from your preferred bookseller.
Latest update: 2/26/13.
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Addendum
Blumenfeld’s Alpha-Phonics Sentence Count
Skill Level
Level 1

Lessons
1 - 14

Skills Taught & Mastered
Short ă, 1-letter consonants, ck, qu

Sentence
Count

Cumulative
Sentence
Count

26

26

Level 2

15 - 28

All short vowels

91

117

Level 3

29 - 37

47

164

Level 4

38 - 39

15

179

Level 5

40 - 49

78

257

Level 6

50 - 71

29

286

Level 7

72 - 86

Consonant Digraphs, Contr.
to be, to have
2-Syllable, short vowel
words
al, all, final consonant blends, ng, ing,
er.
More final consonants,
2-syllable words, Initial Blends.
Long ā spellings. au/aw, ar

73

359

Level 8

87 - 100

Long vowels ē & ī. Sentences

135

494

Level 9

101 - 117

185

679

Level 10

117 - 128

ough, gh=f, long vowel ō, oo, ow, ou,
oy/oi, Long vowel ū
Er/ir/or/ur/ear, -le, ph=f, silent
letters, y=ī. etc.

44

723

The sentence count was completed on December 27, 2010.
This study is based on the 1999/2005 editions of Blumenfeld’s Alpha-Phonics. One of the
beauties of Blumenfeld’s Alpha-Phonics is that the sentences give the students ample
opportunity to practice their decoding skills with well-constructed sentences. The
sentences in each level are 100% decodable according to the phonics skills taught to that
level. This means that students are NEVER ask to read any words they have not been
previously taught with decoding, cursive handwriting, and oral spelling. Guessing is
totally avoided with this program.
Mr. Blumenfeld has produced a series of eleven readers for his program: one reader for
each of the phonics levels and one little book of poems.
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