
















































Note from Internet Publisher: Donald L. Potter 
August 13, 2015 

Odessa, TX  
 

I found this essay, “Is Public Education Necessary,” in a box of files Samuel L. Blumenfeld sent 
me a few years ago. This essay was probably written in 1973 or 1974. There is a rejection letter 
from The Atlantic Monthly in the file dated February 27, 1974. C. Michael Curtis of The 
Atlantic Monthly wrote: 

February 27, 1974 

Dear Mr. Blumenfeld: 

 

This is too general, and too hortatory for our purposes, but we’re 
grateful to you for thinking to give us a look. 

                                                  Sincerely, 
                                                  C. Michael Curtis  

 

Mr. Blumenfeld went on to develop this into his influential book of the same title, Is Public 
Education Necessary that was finally published by The Paradigm Company in 1981, 1985 and 
American Vision in 2011. I can only imagine what the editorial staff at The Atlantic Monthly 
thought of the essay when they read its well researched and hard-hitting critique of public 
education in America.  

I have been associated with Mr. Blumenfeld from about 1994, when I started using his Alpha-
Phonics Reading Primer in my elementary bilingual classroom at the Burnet Elementary School 
in Odessa, TX. I have published many of his essays on my website, www.donpotter.net.  

My own interests have been almost purely in the psychology and pedagogy of reading instruction, 
rather than any political aspects. I simply wanted to be the best reading teacher I could be. I can 
say, with great satisfaction, that Mr. Blumenfeld’s reading and cursive handwriting program 
enabled me to be a very successful classroom teacher.  

While it is true that I was not particularly interested in the political aspect of reading instruction, 
I was greatly puzzled as to why much of my training as a public school teacher was in the Whole 
Language methodology, which has now been thoroughly discredited by modern science. (Pace, 
Stanislas Dehaene’s Reading in the Brain, 2009). Perhaps Mr. Blumenfeld was correct in 
claiming such faulty reading instruction is being promoted by base political motives on the part 
of those at the top.   

I especially recommend Crimes of Educators: How Utopians are Using Government Schools to 
Destroy America’s Children by Samuel L. Blumenfeld and Alex Newman (2015).  Mr. 
Blumenfeld passed away on June 1, 2015. !


