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Deeply theoretical yet eminently practical are twin descriptors that accurately describe 
all of Mr. Raymond’s Laurita’s work, especially this short but powerful essay presenting 
an effective method for helping students with problems in the area of reading 
comprehension.  
 
Allow me to lift one sentence from this essay which penetrates to the heart of students’ 
problems with comprehension, “This failure to associate graphic symbols with 
auditory symbols has caused a significant disruption of the learner’s capacity to 
develop reciprocal transfer of meaning between the auditory areas of cognitive 
function. It is this failure to develop reciprocity of transfer that is held to lie at the 
root of many problems of reading comprehension.”  
 
Mr. Laurita’s basic approach is to help the student monitor his errors in an active yet 
stress free manner. The student will tape his reading of a passage and then play it back, 
listening for any errors that need to be corrected. In the initial stages, the teacher will 
listen with the student and assist him as necessary. Every error is noted, analyzed, and 
corrected. It is essential that the student  
 
This Rehearsal Technique is very similar to the approach developed by Helen Lowe in 
the late 1940’s. See her essays on my web site, www.donpotter.net.  Lowe recorded over 
100,000 misreadings and carefully analyzed and classified them. The students studied 
these errors to see what they needed to do to keep from making them. This increased their 
reading abilities, especially comprehension.  
 
Several other essays by Mr. Laurita can be downloaded for free on the 
www.donpotter.net web site. They have guided my teaching and enabled me to become a 
much better teacher of both beginning and remedial students.  
 
Many free phonics programs for helping students learn to read correctly by learning to 
associate graphics symbols (letters) with auditory symbols (phonemes) that will enable 
them to develop reciprocal transfer of meaning between the auditory areas of cognitive 
function can be found on the Education Page of my web site: www.donpotter.net.  
 
Also visit my www.blendphonics.org website for a free, proven phonics method that is 
easy enough for anyone to teach yet powerful enough to teach anyone to read.  


